Thanks to Nick Miller
for the Masthead

An entry in the Vintage Ploughing competition held behind
the Crown on September 24th.

Photo by Paul O’Shaughnessy. For more photos by Paul, see
page 2.
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re you concerned about speeding through

. the village?
Craft Fair J
Fed up with overgrown paths around the
- 2ND DEC ] village?
S 1244

Stop moaning and do something about it
then!

Wormingford Vi[lage Hall

See page 3 for some great news on how

Santas Grotto | Mince Pies | Shopping ) ,
Kids Craft Table | Music | Mulled Wine YOuU can help with both of these!

Free Entry

DISCLAIMER: The statements, opinions and data contained in this publication are solely those of the individual authors
and contributors and not the Parish Council, the Editor nor the Publisher of the Worm.

Items for inclusion in the Worm must be with the editor by the 21st of the month by email to: thewormeditor@gmail.com
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A thought for the local pub — By Paul O’Shaughnessy

With all a rustic's intuition.
Ah, much more than church, or school, or hall; the village pub’s the heart of all.

There has been a pub in Wormingford since 1540, when the Parish Constable allowed an ale house to trade on
Sundays. In 1750, The Crown was established as inn, and situated on the main Colchester to Sudbury Road, it became
a meeting place for travellers and friends alike. In the 19% century, the timber framed building was used as a
gathering place to celebrate the end of harvest, with money raised going to the families of local farmworkers.

Whoe’er has travell’d life’s dull round, Where’er his stages may have been, May sigh to think they
still hath found
The warmest welcome — at the inn.

I urge you, dear Worm readers; visit The Crown much more, or else they will be forced to cut the
lights and close the door.

Recently, Colchester Council ordered the Crown to take down their marquee. A previous planning permission to
extend and renovate the “old place” had been refused. If Paul and Sarah cannot improve their facilities, attracting
visitors from the beyond the village boundaries, then this wonderful pub will slowly decline until it is no longer
financially viable. At this point it will be lost to the local community for good, with the village’s history, culture and
social life suffering accordingly.

The White Hart at West Bergholt was first listed as a pub in 1725, Although, evidence suggests the village has hosted
pubs since the late 15t century, when landlords were frequently fined for unlicensed brewing and permitting the
playing of illegal games on their premises. The pub was popular amongst local farmers in the 18t century; a place to
meet and greet after taking their cattle to market.

These are the nearest two pubs local to Wormingford, both priding themselves on serving up hospitality and great
food, and both lying the at the hearts of the respective villages. Yet, these quintessentially English establishments
have been hit hard by the current economic crises, with many closing their doors for good. I urge you to support
them, otherwise they will be gone forever, and the traditions they represent will be lost with them. Let’s meet, eat,
drink and be merry; and where better to do all that, but the pub?



Wormingford Parish Council
Report for the months of August and September 2023

This report covers the meeting held on the 14th September, as usual no meeting was held in August.
Feedback from the Housing Needs Survey undertaken earlier this year arrived with the Clerk just before
commencement of our meeting and as such had not yet been circulated. It was decided to postpone our
discussion on next steps until the October meeting.

The new speed indicator sign situated close to the Church Road junction is scheduled to be moved to
Fordham at the end of the month. You may recall that this sign funded by Cllr Lewis Barber is to be
shared with Fordham and Aldham. It is due to be back in Wormingford early in 2024. The Parish Council
has collected data from the machine and will be supplying Essex Police with the worst offending day/time
for speeding motorists.

At long last the road repairs on the Fordham Road are scheduled to commence on 28t September. There
will be closures and disruption during this process.

Defibrillator and First Aid training arranged by the Parish Council is scheduled to take place on the 28t
September in the Village Hall.

Speed Watch - We still need a couple more residents to volunteer to become part of the

Speed Watch Team. Once we have the required ten volunteers, the Parish Council can

make an application to Essex Police for training and equipment. y
1

The Parish Paths Partnership (P3) - The Parish Council would also like to hear from -
residents who would be interested in volunteering to help keep our footpaths clear in VOLUNTEER
between the yearly cut from Essex County Council. This scheme is called The Parish
Paths Partnership (P3).

What is it — The Parish Paths Partnership (P3) is a funded scheme managed by the Essex County Council
Public Rights of Way (PROW) team to support local volunteers to play a more active role in maintaining
and improving their local rights of way (footpaths, bridleways, byways). It has been running across the
county for over 15 years.

Who can join — anyone. It is aimed at being coordinated via parish councils but parish participation can
range from a single individual to a larger working party.

What can you do — activities include but are not limited to: annual inspections of the path, replacing
old waymarker posts, cutting vegetation, surfacing, replacing short ditch crossings/bridges, helping to
replace stiles with gates, leading walks and promoting the network.

Is there a minimum commitment — only that you or between your group that you walk all your rights
of way once a year.

Is there training — yes. From first aid to more specific hands-on skills such as installing waymark posts
and bridges and even learning to use petrol brushcutters.

How does it work — Normally in the first few months of the year a parish should check their paths to
identify locations that need attention. This could include replacing waymaker posts, bridges and clearing
vegetation. In time for the new financial year they will submit a brief work proposal to the Essex team so
we can assess the work needed, check the locations are on actual rights of way, assess the required
materials and training that may be required and allocate the appropriate budget. The works should then
be done when appropriate and if training is required beforehand this will be arranged. As work is done, if
there are any invoices e.g. petrol for agreed cutting, these should be submitted by the parish council to us
and we will then process them for payment.

Why should you get involved - at the most simple level, if you have PROW in your area that you care
about, being part of this scheme is probably the quickest way to look after them and deal with issues when
they arise. It also provides a chance to develop new skills or use those you already have. Not to mention
the social aspect and the proven benefits of being outdoors and doing something useful. From a wider
perspective, it is an opportunity to promote the health of our residents, keep money and resources local,
have a safer PROW network and promote a healthier and greener community.

Please do contact the Parish Clerk if you could help or would like to find out more.

The next meeting of the Council will take place on 12th October at the Village Hall, commencing at
7.00pm.

Please email any comments or views to the Parish Clerk at wormingford @outlook.com. Further
information and the latest draft minutes and past copies of the Worm can be found at https://

wormingford.org/ http://www.wormingford.org
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The Rovyal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2023

The Royal British Legion’s Poppy Appeal is one of the nation's largest and
best-loved charitable appeals, supported by an army of volunteers who are
a much valued part of their respective communities. All donations raised
during the Poppy Appeal help the Royal British Legion to provide life-long
support to serving and ex-serving members of the British Armed Forces,
their families and dependents through hardships, injuries and
bereavements. Life in the Armed Forces comes with unique challenges for
those serving and their families, both during and after service, and the
RBL is there every step of the way throughout their lives whenever they
are needed. Every poppy helps the Royal British Legion to make a
difference to the lives of people in the Armed Forces community.

The work of the Royal British Legion is as relevant and vital today as it was
in the aftermath of the First World War when the charity was founded. The
Royal British Legion’s work is entirely dependent on the generous support
of the public — so please wear your poppy with pride and dig deep,
knowing that you are supporting the Armed Forces community. Since it
was first worn as an act of Remembrance 100 years ago, the poppy has
become an enduring symbol of support for the Armed Forces and hope for
a peaceful future. For over 100 years, remembrance has been part of the
fabric of society, reminding us of our shared history, and today it
continues to unite people across all backgrounds, communities and
generations.

The poppy is a symbol of Remembrance and hope. Your poppy supports
the Armed Forces community, past and present. Remembrance honours
those who serve to defend our democratic freedoms and way of life. We
unite across faiths, cultures and backgrounds to remember the service
and sacrifice of the Armed Forces community from Britain and the
Commonwealth. The RBL want people of all ages to understand the
importance of remembering those from the British Armed Forces who
have made sacrifices defending the freedoms we enjoy.

New Plastic-Free Poppy

The charity is committed to reducing single-use plastic
in all its activities in a drive to be economical,
sustainable, and less impactful to the environment. The
new poppy will be available for the 2023 Poppy Appeal
alongside remaining stocks of the current poppy.
Poppies containing single-use plastic can be returned to
Sainsbury’s stores for recycling.




ST ANDREW’S CHURCH SERVICES

OCT, NOV, DEC 2023
L

October 8th — 11.00 Harvest Festival.
October 22 - 11.00 Holy Communion Service.
November 12th — 10.50 Remembrance Service.

November 26t — 11.00 Holy Communion. Churchwardens :
December 10t- 11.00 Matins.

December 17th- 3.30 Candle lit carols round the Christmas tree.
December 24t- Midnight in Bethlehem. Holy Communion.

Mike Crisp - 07747 623172
Richard Batterham— 01787 228172

Please note — St Andrew’s Church will only have regular services on the 2nd and 4t Sundays although
special services such as Remembrance and Christmas will still be held.

Word from the Vicarage

What are you thankful for? As I ask this question I am reminded of the film ‘The Orphan train’, which
depicts the journey, Emma Simms, niece of Reverend Simms, took taking orphan children to find new
homes in the West of America. The journey is accompanied by many traumas, including a fire in their
train carriage, arriving in the town of Clayhorn, only to be driven away by the townsfolk and a massive
storm causing a bridge collapse, with the last few orphans, having to walk the final 15 miles to the town of
Mildred. Throughout the journey when things seem at their worst, Emma would lead them in singing the
song, ‘Count your blessings, name them one by one, count your blessings, see what God has done, count
your blessings, name them one by one, count your many blessings, see what God has done.’

Ask someone what troubles them, and perhaps they might be able to list many 7 g
things, after all turn on the news and there is plenty that causes us anxiety and !
stress, particularly when we see the devastating aftermath of earthquakes,
flooding, wildfires or war.

But turn that question on its head and ask people what they are thankful for
and at first they might struggle, but actually, when we start to think about it,
there are many things that we have to be thankful for.

October, is the month when across our churches, we are celebrating the
Harvest, and we are reminded of all that we are thankful for. We are thankful
to live in a country, where the harvest has been safely gathered in, we are
thankful that for the most part we are full and satisfied, that we have a roof
over our heads, access to medical aid, an education and career opportunities,
we are thankful to be surrounded by beautiful countryside and to live in peace.

We are mindful that as we give thanks for all that we have, there are many who are not as fortunate as
ourselves, and our thanksgiving leads to action as we seek ways of supporting them in their struggles,
either through financial support, prayer, or calling our leaders to account.

And if you are ever struggling to think what you are thankful for, perhaps you might want to turn to
Psalm 136 — which begins ‘Give thanks to the Lord for he is good’ before listing many things we should be
thankful for, with the constant refrain throughout the Psalm ‘His love endures forever.’

We are thankful, because Gods love endures forever, no matter what we might be facing ... Gods love
endures. And that is a great reason to be thankful.

May God bless you, Heather



Abberton Rural Training News

ART are excited to have started the new academic year
with new course programmes, including new Open
Awards horticulture level 1 and level 2, Construction,
Carpentry, Textiles, Arts & Crafts and Life Skills. The
new qualifications provide improved opportunities for
progression for our cohorts, with a wide range of
backgrounds and age groups accommodated, including
new learners from Wormingford village!

ART are working with a number of employers to further

the opportunities for our

~ learners to go directly into
paid employment, including
the wonderful support of

- Taylor Wimpey UK Ltd, with %
a visit by their HR Director

i being very impressed by our

= training programme and

. Taylor Wimpey is also
ssisting with supplies for
- our construction and , N
K- carpentry courses and employability prospects including going on to

A their trainee assistant site manager and apprenticeships roles.

ART are also working with funders and the local authority to make the
Wormingford site as green and environmentally friendly as possible. They're
fitting solar panels to the roof of the construction building, so that they can
reduce our carbon usage even further and reduce costs so that vital funding
can be redirected to participants rather than electricity bills! ART are working
on getting planning approval for a cycle shed, to help participants to attend
bike events, receive loaned bikes, and to help encourage more participants to
ride to the site to further our environmental carbon reduction strategy.

Bellringng news Wormingford’s

Due to poor health, Barry Gibbons is not able to
do any teaching on bell ropes at St Andrews for
the time being. If there is anyone who would like
to ring the bells, there is training at Ardleigh
church on Tuesday nights. Barry says that there
is a large carpark near the church and asks those
interested to ring 01787227744 for more details.
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“After Killing a Spider” by Masaoka shiki
After killing

A Spider, how lonely | feel

In the cold of night!




A Wormingford Life

Ira Catantan ............. As told to Gill Byrne

Ira moved to Wormingford with his family from Colchester when he was 5. His first memories are of
his new home in Wormingford, and Ira regards himself as very fortunate to have been able to grow
up here, appreciating that he had a lot of freedom; being able to go on long walks and always feeling
safe. Ira told me that he felt very comfortable in Wormingford because of the absence of social

pressure.

Ira’s pictured here on the far right with his family. He’s a talented musician and has taught himself
the guitar, harmonica, drums, ukulele and piano. He is also an accomplished performer and recently
sang and played a pub gig for 200 people.

Ira loves musical theatre and has a love for what he calls ‘showy and compelling’ shows, his favourite
being ‘Les Miserables’. He also enjoys American country and bluegrass.

Ira has always been very keen on wildlife and animals. He recalls how, when his Mum picked him up
from school, together they would count how many animals they saw on the way home, be it deer,
badgers or other animals. They’d tally the numbers up at the end of the year and see how many
different animals they’d spotted and the differences in numbers year on year. Ira feels this early
experience influenced him to study Animal Behavioural Science at Liverpool Uni, where he is about
the start his final year of study.

Ira wants to become an animal trainer or animal psychologist and to work with domestic house pets.
At the moment he’s house sharing with friends from Liverpool Uni— so I expect that experience will



Wormingford Wandevrers

The Youth Team. y,
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Tom Leggett writes.........

Hello everyone, I hope you all have had a good summer (what we had
of one anyway). The boys all returned after the summer break ready
and raring to for the new season. This season marks the start of fully
structured leagues, with promotions, relegations and a few cup
competitions thrown in which will make it all quite exciting!

And exciting is exactly how the new campaign has begun with both the
Blue and Red teams winning all of their games so far, with 1 player so
far topping the goal scoring charts! Hopefully this good form will
continue and the lads will have something to really celebrate come the |
end of the season in May!

Moving on to sadder news though as I have to report that the Blues
manager and co-founder of the club, Lee has decided to take a break
from football along with his son Henry. The lads were devastated by
this announcement as he has taught them nearly everything they know
about football and has dedicated his weekends to the players since
they were all 6 years old!

We would like to wish Lee and Henry all the best in whatever the
future holds and we hope to see them back in Wormingford colours
soon.

Tﬁe ‘Reserves Team. Del Coleman writes...........

The Reserve Team season kicked off on 2.8.23 with a match away against Tendring District First. At half
time, The Wanderers were 1-0 down, then scored an equaliser 10 minutes into the second half. Tendring
responded immediately, putting us 2-1 down and a battle ensued. We finished the day with a respectable
2-2 scoreline.

- Our second game was at home on the 15th September against Ramsey and Mistley First
Team. Despite many chances for The Worms, the day didn’t go in our favour and our
opponents stole a second half goal to give them the win of the day. The Reserves round
off September with our home game against Tendring on the 30th September.

“ Work has continued during the summer on improvements to the Pavilion. It was given

a fresh lick of paint inside and out and a lot of effort was spent improving the quality of
the goalmouths by reseeding. The Club are fundraising for ‘goals on wheels’ to enable
\\ us to take even better care of the pitches. We have plans to create a patio area in front of
® the Pavilion, as well as finishing the improvements to the car park. Recently the kitchen
was upgraded meaning that, particularly for the Youth Team, food can be prepared and
served during training sessions and matches. We also have a well stocked bar and cake available on
match days. We’d like to encourage the community to come along for a drink and to support your local
team. See you there!

If you'd like to know more you can follow us on Facebook under "'Wormingford Reserves FC. Or reach out
directly to me, Del Coleman, Wormingford Reserves Manager.

i3t
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