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WORMINGFORD
PARISH COUNCIL

Parish Clerk - Kevin B. Money
7 Roach Vale Colchester Essex CO4 3YN
Tel: 07810781509
E-mail: clerk@wormingford-pc.gov.uk
Website: https://wormingford-pc.gov.uk/

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 15". January 2026 at 7pm in the Village Hall.

Present: Clirs Peter Bentley (Chair), Peter Byrne (Vice-Chair), Janet Bettle, Phil Cook, Jackie Frost and
Kevin B. Money (Clerk to Parish Council). There were also 5 members of the public present

001/2026 Apologies for absence were received from Clir. Ralph Patmore

002/2026 Declaration of Interest
To receive any ‘Disclosable Pecuniary Interests, other Pecuniary Interests or Non-Pecuniary Interests’ relating to
items on the agenda None Declared

003/2026 To approve the Minutes of the last Full Council meetings held on Thursday 20". November
2025 All Agreed

004/2026 Essex County Councillor report — Clir L. Barber
1) Update on ECC Locality Funding email and application
The locality fund application has been approved and the £1500 funding should be in WPC bank account shortly

005/2026 Colchester City Councillor report — Clir D. Laws No report was given

006/2026 Questions from the Public —

(This session will not exceed 15 minutes — unless otherwise directed by the Chair - no individual to speak
for longer than 3 minutes on any one issue). At the close of this item members of the public will no longer be
permitted to address the council unless the Chairman deems it appropriate.

The meeting was informed the of the sad passing of John Snowling. A resident asked if a tree could be planted in
his memory. Recreation Trust Committee to discuss.

Concerns were raised by several residents about the impact of using the old Airfield entrance on Fordham Road
as the main HGV entrance to Fairfields Farm Products and associated business units. Severals residents recalled
recent experiences when HGV's arriving had overshot the entrance and were either parked on this narrow road
working out what to do next or were reversing back along the road. This is very dangerous bearing in mind the
blind bends and road width. Another example was given when several HGV's have arrived at the same time and
were waiting for the new electric gates to be opened causing the rearmost vehicle to block the northbound lane of
the Fordham Road. WPC were requested to flag this issue to Essex County Council highways. It was also
requested that ECC Highways be asked to carry out an “Impact Assessment” and/or Traffic safety survey.

007/2026 CCC request for s106 project list — Clir P. Byrne
A project list has been submitted. Can an update be given for funds available for Wormingford

008/2026 Highways issues

a) Church Road speed limit reduction — update from CliIr L. Barber. No update given

b) Packards Lane/Fordham Road junction - update from Clir L. Barber No update given

c) Additional Bus Stop - is this still awaiting funding? - update from CliIr L. Barber No update given

d) Bollards at the Sandy Hill unofficial lay-by - update from Clir L. Barber No update given

e) Main Road Pavement parking complaint. Government considering new laws in UK banning vehicles

being

parked on the pavement. CCC enforcement officer has no authority to stop this happening unless dropped kerbs
or double yellow lines obstructed. Parking Partnership informed WPC that to get yellow lines installed takes about
3 years from start to finish.
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009/2026 Parish Path Partnership — Clir P. Byrne
11™. or 12", February training day on footpath 34. All welcome to attend. Times TBC
Further monthly training to take place

010/2026 Wormingford Bridge Listing Application - update from Clir J. Bettle
The bridge now has local heritage listing and will shortly be added to their mapping system.

011/2026 Charitable Incorporated Organisation Status Conversion - update from Clir P. Byrne

The Rec Trust to review the engagement of a conveyancer/solicitor at their next meeting in order to progress the
change of status currently being undertaken. WPC may need to engage its solicitor to complete the transfer of the
deeds of the Village Hall and Playing Fields later in the year. Once completed the Parish Council will continue to
be represented on the Rec. Trust

012/2026 Planning — including any Current Planning Applications requiring a response

252521/252655/252387 - Fairfields Farm Fordham Road Wormingford Colchester CO6 3AQ
Construction of an agricultural potato sorting and two potato cold store buildings

Due to CCC planning time-frame WPC submitted the following planning response to CCC

See link - https://d0cs.colchester.gov.uk/Publisher/mvc/listDocuments ?identifier=DC&ref=252521

252678 (ECC ESS/84/25/COL) — Greenacres Packards Lane Wormingford Colchester CO6 3AH
Essex County Council consultation ESS/84/25/COL for provision of onsite recycling storage bays within former
skip storage area
Wormingford Parish Council (WPC) considered the above retrospective planning application at its meeting held
on 15th. January 2026. Members reviewed the submitted application documents alongside letters of
representation received from neighbouring residents.
Essex County Council will be aware of the longstanding and increasing concerns raised by residents regarding
the operation of Colchester Skip Hire at Packards Lane. These concerns relate primarily to the progressive
intensification of activity at a site that is poorly served by the local highway network and is located within a
predominantly rural setting. The impacts extend beyond Wormingford parish boundaries, with neighbouring
villages experiencing increased levels of heavy goods vehicle (HGV) traffic on roads that are demonstrably
unsuitable in terms of width, alignment, gradient, and structural capacity.
The unsuitability of this location for intensified waste management activity has previously been acknowledged by
planning authorities. Continued expansion therefore raises significant concerns regarding compliance with
the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), particularly those sections relating to the protection of
residential amenity, highway safety, and the character of the countryside.
The concrete storage bays, which have been constructed without the benefit of planning permission, appear to
facilitate an increase in on-site storage capacity and operational throughput. WPC considers that this
development represents not merely ancillary infrastructure, but a material intensification of use. It is further noted
that the recent acquisition and use of adjacent woodland for skip storage may constitute a material change of
use. Clarification is therefore requested as to whether this land, formerly in the ownership of Essex County
Council, has the appropriate planning consent for its current use.
In policy terms, WPC has the following specific objections to the development, listed in no particular order:

1. Residential Amenity

The development is likely to result in increased external activity, contrary to NPPF policies seeking to

prevent unacceptable harm to living conditions through noise, disturbance, dust, and odour.

2. Noise, Dust, and Odour Impacts
Increased storage capacity is likely to lead to higher vehicle movements and waste handling activity,
exacerbating existing impacts and conflicting with the requirement to mitigate pollution and protect health.

3. Visual Impact and Landscape Character
The concrete storage bays are visually intrusive and harmful to the rural character of Packards Lane,
contrary to policies that seek to conserve and enhance local landscape character.

4. Highway Safety and Sustainability
The continued growth of the operation intensifies HGV movements on an unsuitable rural road network,
conflicting with NPPF objectives to promote safe, suitable, and sustainable access for all users.

5. Unsympathetic Use of Adjacent Land
The displacement of skips onto Packards Lane and nearby land has resulted in visual clutter and harm to
local amenity, further demonstrating the cumulative impacts of unplanned expansion.


https://d0cs.colchester.gov.uk/Publisher/mvc/listDocuments?identifier=DC&ref=252521

6. Planning Process and Precedent

The retrospective nature of this application raises serious concerns regarding compliance with established
planning and consultation processes. Granting permission without robust justification risks setting an
undesirable precedent for incremental, unauthorised development.

Wormingford Parish Council therefore objects to this application on the grounds that it represents an
unacceptable intensification of an already inappropriate use, resulting in cumulative harm to residential amenity,
highway safety, and the rural environment.

Should Essex County Council nevertheless be minded to approve this retrospective application, WPC strongly
requests that stringent and enforceable planning conditions be imposed. These should include, but not be limited
to, controls over hours of operation, noise levels, dust suppression, external storage, HGV movements, and
visual screening, in order to mitigate adverse impacts on local residents and the wider area.

252380 (ECC ESS/75/25/COL) - Land at Greenacres Packards Lane Wormingford Colchester CO6 3AH
For Continuation of waste handling without compliance with Condition 2 (F). This is the broadening of the
definition of types of waste that can be handled to include “Municipal Waste”. WPC Comments already submitted.

251634 - Fordham Eco Park, Packards Lane — Responses to the many objections raised have recently been
added to the planning portal. Target date for decision 27" February 2026.

013/2026 Planning Decisions made by CCC

252365 - Black House Main Road Wormingford Colchester CO6 3AX

Listed building consent application to strengthen the roof frame, inspect the tiles and replace, if necessary, repair
dormers if necessary and repoint chimneys and replace chimney braces if necessary

Approve conditional

252084 - 3 Fordham Road Wormingford Essex CO6 3AG
Application for variation of condition 2 following grant of planning application 222938. Approve conditional

014/2026 Speed Watch update (Given by Janine Aldis)

Headlines this month similar to previous months:

39,233 cars travelled through the village. 52% of drivers speeding; 90% of speeders doing 31-40mph, the other
ten percent travelling from 41 to 67mph.

The analysis revealed that 99% of Eastbound offenders reduced speed when they saw the SID and furthermore,
as they exit the SID sight range they have reduced speeding so only 53% of them remained speeders. That is a
positive result and presents a case for replacing our SID on the Colchester side of the village with a more modern
one. Monthly data since installation has consistently shown that the SID is having a very positive impact on driver
behaviour.

015/2026 Communications - Update on WPC Facebook and website page — Clir P. Byrne
The website and Face book page has been updated.

016/2026 Village Events
To discuss upcoming village events and Councillors availability to attend in an official capacity
Bingo on 30" January and Darts on 20" February

017/2026 Chairman’s Social Media Notes
To confirm if any matters raised from the previous meeting should be put on social media prior to official minutes
being produced & displayed. The Chairman to publish his report

018/2026 Financial
1. To receive the Bank Reconciliations as at 31%'. December 2025
Councillors noted the Bank Reconciliations as at 31'. December 2025
2. To receive the comparison of Actual to Budget 2025/2026
Councillors noted the comparison of Actual to Budget 2025/2026
3. To approve the payment of Accounts for December 2025 and January 2026 and to agree a transfer of
funds to meet the Parish Council’s financial requirements All Agreed

019/2026 2026-2027 Budget — Councillors to finalise 2026-2027 budget

Clir P. Byrne proposed an expenditure for 2026-2027 of £13290. Resulting in a Precept demand from CCC of
£12451. Using the CCC Tax Base figure of 204.5 resulted in a Band D property figure of £60.88p An increase of
£2.88p or 4.97%. ClIr J. Frost seconded. All Agreed



020/2026 Questions from the Public — Second Session

This session should not exceed 5 minutes — unless otherwise directed by the Chair

Can statistics be obtained to see how many 'hits' the Parish Council website gets each month? Clir P. Byrne to
look into this request.

021/2026 Items for Future Meeting
Relocation of war memorial and WW2 memorabilia currently at the airfield to the village hall — Clir P. Cook:

022/2026 Next meeting is on Thursday 19th. February 2026 at 7pm in the village hall
023/2026 2026 meeting dates: 19.03: 16.04: 21.05: 18.06: 16.07: 17.09: 15.10: 19.11.26

024/2026 Closure of the Meeting
To close the meeting having considered and determined all items of business

The Chair then closed the meeting at 8.05pm and thanked everyone for attending

Signed PBeutley 19", February 2026

Peter Bentley - Chair



