
 

 

Parish Clerk - Kevin B. Money 
7 Roach Vale Colchester Essex CO4 3YN 

Tel: 07810781509 
E-mail: clerk@wormingford-pc.gov.uk 

Website: https://wormingford-pc.gov.uk/ 
 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly meeting held on Thursday 16th. April 2026 at 7pm in the Village 
Hall. 

 

Present: Cllrs Peter Bentley (Chair), Peter Byrne (Vice-Chair), Phil Cook, Jackie Frost, CCC Cllr William 
Sunnucks and Kevin B. Money (Clerk to Parish Council). There were also 7 members of the public present  

 

26.01 CHAIR WELCOME Cllr P. Bentley welcomed everyone to the meeting and a special welcome 
to Claire Kettle from Recycle Bikes to Africa 
 

26.02 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from ECC Cllr L. Barber, CCC Cllr D. Laws,  
Cllr R. Patmore and Cllr Janet Bettle 
 

26.03 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM THE ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY MEETING HELD 
ON 17th. APRIL 2025 - ALL AGREED 
 

26.04 GUEST SPEAKER - RECYCLE BIKES TO AFRICA – CLAIRE KETTLE 
Claire spoke about 

❖ How a bike can change a life in Africa 
❖ Who we are 
❖ Why bikes matter 
❖ Our approach 
❖ Africa Projects 
❖ Real Life impact 
❖ Getting involved 
❖ Join our Charity Sportive event/s 

For the slide presentation please contact the Clerk who will be pleased to email the slides to 
you 
 

26.05 PARISH COUNCIL CHAIR’S REPORT 
During the past financial year, the Parish Council held its usual ten meetings. We began the 
year with six councillors and end the year with the same number. We welcomed Janet Bettle 
at the April 2025 meeting but said farewell to Andy Boyce in June following his relocation to 
Bures. Andy had served as a councillor for 14 years, and we extend our sincere thanks for his 
considerable contribution to the community. For a short period, we were at our full 
complement of seven councillors, and we would very much welcome another volunteer to 
return to full strength. 
At the Annual Parish Council Meeting in May, I was re-elected as Chairman and Peter Byrne 
was elected as Vice Chairman. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all councillors and 
our Clerk for their continued dedication, including their attendance at meetings, 
representation on local bodies, and participation in community initiatives such as litter picking. 
We also extend our thanks to Colchester City Councillor Darius Laws and Essex County 
Councillor Lewis Barber for their ongoing support throughout the year. As Cllr Barber will be 
standing down at the May election, we wish him every success for the future. 
Key Issues and Activities 
Highway Maintenance: Persistent efforts have been made to address potholes along 
Fordham Road, which continue to pose safety risks to road users. 
Traffic and Road Safety: Concerns remain regarding increasing levels of heavy goods and 
large agricultural vehicle traffic. These issues have been raised in relation to planning 
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applications for local business expansion, where we believe cumulative impacts require 
greater consideration. The need for improvements at the Packards Lane/Fordham Road 
junction also remains unresolved. Plans for an additional bus stop/shelter (Sudbury-bound 
near Chapel Corner) are still pending and may be refused due to cost and land ownership 
issues. 
Public Rights of Way: The Parish Path Partnership Team has now been established and has 
completed its first training session. 
Speed Watch Initiative: Our local Speed Watch Team is now fully established and continues 
to have a positive impact on vehicle speeds within the village. 
War Memorial Maintenance: The War Memorial at the airfield has been improved in both 
appearance and condition. However, protective bollards have not been approved due to 
safety concerns and ECC’s Vision Zero policy. 
Speed Control Measures: A new Speed Indicator Device (SID) has been installed near the 
Church Road bus stop, recording traffic speeds in both directions. A second SID is being 
ordered. 
Heritage: While National Heritage Listing for Wormingford Bridge was not achieved, it has 
been added to Colchester City Council’s Local List. 
Community Acknowledgements 
The Parish Council would like to express its sincere thanks to all residents who volunteer their 
time and energy to support local organisations and activities. 
• The Recreation Trust, for organising village events, fundraising for the Village Hall, and 
operating the Warm Space initiative. 
• The Wormingford Flower Festival team. 
• The Speed Watch Team, for monitoring and analysing traffic speeds. 
 

Your contributions play a vital role in making Wormingford a thriving and supportive 
community. The Parish Council is deeply grateful for your continued involvement. 
 

26.06 ESSEX COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT – CLLR LEWIS BARBER 
No report has been supplied 
 

26.07 

 

CITY COUNCIL REPORT – CLLR DARIUS LAWS 
In the absence of CCC Cllr Darius Laws CCC Cllr William Sunnucks informed the meeting 
that with the May elections coming up. Cllr Lewis Barber is standing down at the May 
elections. Local Government reform must be handled better. The new Councillors elected will 
only be in place for a couple of years due to the unitary authorities. Parish Councils will be 
required to fill any holes left with the transformation. A Third of CCC Councillors are up for 
election this year. CCC Local plan will become very influential.   
 

26.08 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
A very large tractor was filling the road and nothing could pass it. Wormingford roads are in a 
dreadful state with no support from Essex Highways. Many planning applications are just 
approved without any consultation of residents and Parish Council. A12 and A120 widening 
has been cancelled.  
A resident commends actions of the Parish Council with the annual litter picking 
 

26.09 CHAIR TO CLOSE THE MEETING 
The Chair then closed the meeting at 7.50pm and thanked everyone for attending 
 

 

Signed     PBentley     21st. May 2026  

     Peter Bentley - Chair 


