
 

 

Parish Clerk - Kevin B. Money 
7 Roach Vale Colchester Essex CO4 3YN 

Tel: 07810781509 
E-mail: clerk@wormingford-pc.gov.uk 

Website: https://wormingford-pc.gov.uk/ 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 16th. April 2026 at 7.55pm in the Village Hall. 

 

Present: Cllrs Peter Bentley (Chair), Peter Byrne (Vice-Chair), Phil Cook, Jackie Frost, CCC Cllr William 
Sunnucks and Kevin B. Money (Clerk to Parish Council). There were also 7 members of the public present  

 

073/2026 Apologies for absence were received from ECC Cllr Lewis Barber, CCC Cllr Darius Laws and  
Cllr Ralph Patmore and Cllr Janet Bettle 
 

074/2026 Declaration of Interest 
To receive any ‘Disclosable Pecuniary Interests, other Pecuniary Interests or Non-Pecuniary Interests’ relating to 
items on the agenda Cllr P. Byrne declared an interest in anything regarding the Recreation Trust  

 

075/2026 To approve the Minutes of the last Full Council meetings held on Thursday 19th. March 2026 
All Agreed 
 

076/2026 Questions from the Public –  
(This session will not exceed 15 minutes – unless otherwise directed by the Chair - no individual to speak 
for longer than 3 minutes on any one issue).  At the close of this item members of the public will no longer be 
permitted to address the council unless the Chairman deems it appropriate. No questions were asked  

 

077/2026 Highways issues 
a) Church Road speed limit reduction – update from Cllr L. Barber No update given 
b) Packards Lane/Fordham Road junction - update from Cllr L. Barber No update given 
c) Bollards at the Sandy Hill unofficial lay-by - update from Cllr L. Barber No update given 

d) Fly-tipping – Councillors to discuss putting a trail camera up on the sandy hill unofficial layby 

 

078/2026 SID – To discuss the purchase of a replacement SID and update on acquiring a Highways licence 
Cllr P. Byrne proposed purchasing a replacement SID for £4028.00p +VAT. Cllr J. Frost seconded. All Agreed 

 

079/2026 Bus shelter repainting update This be completed by mid-May ‘26 

 

080/2026 Update from Cllr Cook regarding the future of airfield memorabilia. Two meetings held with 
Messrs. Strathern, Lewis and Gliding Club representatives. There is now clarity on what belongs to the Gliding 
Club and the village. Some items will be displayed in the Village Hall and a new memorial will be created by Mr 
Strathern within the hangar which will contain items which may otherwise be broken if transferred to the hall 
which is also used for sporting activities. 

 

081/2026 Parish Path Partnership – Cllr P. Byrne 
Had a meeting with ART who are arranging for students to help with the path partnership. The next training 
session to be arranged on a Tuesday to fit in with ART.  More Health & Safety training to take place.  

 

082/2026 Planning – including any Current Planning Applications requiring a response 

 

260505 - Greenacres Packards Lane Wormingford Colchester CO6 3AH 
Retrospective Application for the continued use of the site (B8) for the storage of skips, bins, installation of a pre-
cast concrete wall, installation of a gate, and the re-opening of the historic access point (Use Class B8) 
RESOLVED: Wormingford Parish Council Objects to this planning application 
For the full planning response please go to 

https://d0cs.colchester.gov.uk/Publisher/mvc/listDocuments?identifier=DC&ref=260505  
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260530 - Long Acres Main Road Wormingford Colchester CO6 3AN 
Construction of barn gravel access and parking area 
RESOLVED: Wormingford Parish Council has no comment to make on this application 
 

083/2026 Planning Decisions made by CCC 
 

252250 - Fairfields Farm Fordham Road Wormingford Colchester CO6 3AQ 
Erection of an agricultural cold store for the storage of potatoes - West store - Approve Conditional 
 

252521 - Fairfields Farm Fordham Road Wormingford Colchester CO6 3AQ 
Construction of an agricultural potato sorting building – Approve Conditional 
 

252387 - Fairfields Farm Fordham Road Wormingford Colchester CO6 3AQ 
Erection of an agricultural cold store for the storage of potatoes - Central store – Approve Conditional 
 

084/2026 Outstanding Planning applications 
Cllr P. Bentley gave an update on outstanding planning applications 
 

085/2026 Speed Watch update 
Here are the very depressing lowlights from March: 
- 52% of cars were speeding 
- 88 cars were travelling at speeds in excess of 50mph 
- Highest recorded speed was 76mph, on March 26th at 10.30am.  I struggle to believe that speed is even 
possible past the SID  
- Eastbound vehicles reduced incidences of speeding due to the SID from 56% of cars down to 33%, a reduction 
of 4,531 cars  
- 67% of speeders were doing less than 36mph 
- 9% were travelling over 40mph 
- 84% of speeders were travelling between 7am and 7pm 
- 31% of speeders were between 7-9am and 4-6pm 
More depressing statistics but a positive note that we recruited another speed watcher so the group is in great 
shape and a good aim would be at least three watches a week now, focusing on those peak times above 
 

086/2026 Communications - Update on WPC Facebook and website page – Cllr P. Byrne 
 

087/2026 Village Events 
To discuss upcoming village events and Councillors availability to attend in an official capacity 
- Bingo 17th April - Darts Competition 1st May - Quiz 15th May - Bingo 29th May - Coffee morning 6th June 
- 50th anniversary party 4th July: Flower Festival 23 – 25th. May:   
 

088/2026 Chairman’s Social Media Notes 
To confirm if any matters raised from the previous meeting should be put on social media prior to official minutes 
being produced & displayed.  

 

089/2026 Financial 
1. To receive the Bank Reconciliations as at 31st. March 2026 

Councillors noted the Bank Reconciliations as at 31st. March 2026 
2. To receive the comparison of Actual to Budget 2025/2026 and 2026/2027 

Councillors noted the comparison of Actual to Budget 2025/2026 and 2026/2027 
3. To approve the payment of Accounts for April 2026 and to agree a transfer of funds to meet the Parish 

Council’s financial requirements All Agreed 
 

090/2026 Questions from the Public – Second Session 
This session should not exceed 5 minutes – unless otherwise directed by the Chair 
The Recreation Trust is being converted into a Charitable Incorporated Organisation which will enable the Trust 
to hold its own assets rather than have WPC act as custodian. An update was given by Cllr P. Byrne that the 
Recreation Trust has engaged solicitors to effect the legal change to a CIO. Cllr P. Byrne requested that WPC 
instructs its solicitors to cooperate with the Recreation Trust solicitors to complete the necessary paperwork. 
Cllr P. Bentley proposed and Cllr J. Frost seconded. All Agreed 
It was reported that a large number of books, perhaps as many as 100 have been taken from the telephone box! 
This is unlikely to be a local reader! Can we all please keep at look out for this rather disappointing behaviour?  

 

091/2026 Items for Future Meeting - CIO Conversion - update from Cllr P. Byrne  



 

 

092/2026 Next meeting is on Thursday 21st. May 2026 at 7pm in the village hall 
 

093/2026 2026 meeting dates: 18.06: 16.07: 17.09: 15.10: 19.11.26 

 

094/2026 Closure of the Meeting 
To close the meeting having considered and determined all items of business 
 
The Chair then closed the meeting at 8.55pm and thanked everyone for attending 
 

Signed     PBentley       21st. May 2026 

Peter Bentley - Chair 


